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PREFACE, 


The very extraordinary zeal which has lately been 
expressed from the pulpit and the press, for Infant 
Baptism as an ordinance of God , or of unquestion¬ 
able and divine authority , put me on reviewing the 
evidence by which I was formerly convinced of the 
contrary* 

And as I do not remember to have met with ail} 
thing on the subject, exactly in this form ; if it has 
no other advantage, it may point out a method of 
inquiry to those who make the word of God the rule 
of their faith and practice* 

There are some few hints taken from modern au¬ 
thors ; but the main is the judgment I formed of 
these things at the time referred to. 

1 have only to add, I am not conscious of a wilful 
misinterpretation of any text, but have faithfully 
given what I apprehended to be the real sense ol 
the Holy Ghost; t • whose influence and blessing I 
humbly' recommend 


vS. \V. 
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SCRIPTURE MANUAL, 

Ac. Ac. 


That Baptism is an ordinance of Jesus Christ is admit¬ 
ted by the generality of those who call themselves Chris¬ 
tians. That it is of standing use in the church of God, 
appears from the nature* of the institution, when rightly 
understood, and the promise of the great Head of the 
church to his ministers, in the administration of it: “ Zo, 
f am with you alway t even unto the end of the 'world 

As this ordinance is distinguished from others, in its 
limitation to a single administration, without repetition, 
great care should be taken, that we act agreeably to the 
mind of Christ in it. "What is to be done but once iu 
the Christian’s life, ought to be done well. 

It is certain, men are apt to run into extremes. Some 
may possibly make too much of Baptism, supposing it to 
be a regenerating , or sanctifying ordinance ; that it washes 
away the guilt of original sin, and is always accompanied 
with the conveyance of grace. Others may think meanly 
of it, as a mere circumstantial ritual, or test of obedience 
to a positive precept, with little, if any, spiritual meaning. 

Nor are men, good and learned men, less divided about 
the subjects and modes of this sacred institution. If this 
arose from the obscurity, or ambiguity, of the terms in 
which it is revealed, it might carry the appearance of some 
reflection on the wisdom of the Lawgiver; it being a duty 
of common concern, in which the plainest Christian is as 
deeply interested, as men of the greatest capacity, or lite¬ 
rature. But if it appear that God lias not been wanting 
in this matter, and that the Scripture account of it is iu 

* A solemn acknowledgment of the divine glories, and a professed 
tubjection to the authority of Father, Son, and Spirit, with a thankful 
recognition of the burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
in the view of which we desire to die unto sin, and live unto holiness.. 



terms of a determinate meaning, and easy to be under¬ 
stood ; whatever darkness may attend our minds, we have 
no room to quarrel with revelation. 

It is now near thirty years since I first examined this 
matter; and, I am sure, no one could enter into the inqui¬ 
ries with more earnest desire to find it on the side of the 
common practice ; all my conversation and prospects 
leaning strongly that way. 

The method I took was, I hope, in a dependence on 
God, whose direction I earnestly implored, to collect the 
whole evidence of Scripture; to consider carefully every 
part separately, that I might know what was his good and 
acceptable will in this service. And whether I should 
happily attain the desirable end or not, I remember 1 
found great peace in the integrity of the determination. 
Accordingly, looking up to Heaven, I set myself to search 
the Scriptures. 

The questions before me were. Whether believers, or per¬ 
sons professing faith and repentance, only ; or believers, and 
their natural offspring ; or infants in common , were the pro¬ 
per subjects of baptism ? And whether the manner of admi¬ 
nistration was by immersion , or plunging ; or, by sprinkling 
or, pouring ; or whether either might be used indifferently ? 

• Considering that Baptism is an ordinance peculiar to the 
Gospel-dispensation, I thought it most natural to expect an 
account of it in the New Testament. Accordingly, I began 
with the Gospel of St. Matthew; and, in the third Chapter, 
met with the following description of John’s baptism :— 

'* In those davs came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea ; and saying, Repent ye, for the king¬ 
dom of heaven is at hand. That , then went out to him 
Jerusalem, and all Judea, and nil the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing 
their sins. And thoi> when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, v. ho hath warned von, Bring forth, 
therefore, fruits meet for repentance ; and think not to say 
within yourselves, we have Abraham to our lather,” &c. 

Here l found, that John had a special commission given 
him, to preach and baptize—That the substance of his min¬ 
istry was, the doctrine of repentance, in the view of the 
near approach of the Messiah. Hep nt for the kingdom> 



«/ heaven ts at hand —that his success was very extraordi¬ 
nary ; multitudes flocking after him, to hear him preach, 
mul he baptized of him. Jerusalem and alt Judea, and the 
region round about , That the place of his preaching, 

was the wilderness ; and of his baptizing, the river Jordan.— 
That the action was baptizing—And, that the disposition 
of mind required in the subjects was repentance ; such re¬ 
pentance as should he productive of good fruits ; and that, 
where this was wanting, a relation to Abraham, as their 
father, did not entitle them to his baptism. 

This appeared to me to be the sum of the account; and 
I could not help observing, That there is no intimation ot 
< hddreit being brought by their parents to John. Not a 
word of his baptizing them. No recommendation of this 
to their parents, as a duty to be afterwards performed by 
them, in consequence of their being proselyted to his 
doctrine. No hint of pouring, or sprinkling, but that John 
baptized the people in the river Jordan ; and that lie did 
this on their repentance, or profession of it. 

Thus far the evidence being for adult baptism, I proceeded 
to consider the baptism of our Lord, as described in the same 
Chapter, verse 13—lb. “ Then cometh Jesus from Galilee 
to Jordan, to John, to he baptized of him. JJut John for- 
oade him, saying, I ha\e need to be baptized of thee, and 
* ornest thou to me? and Jesus answering said unto him, 
Suffer it to he so now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the water,” &e. 

Here I observed, that our Lord did not send to John to 
come and baptize him ; but went himself from Galilee to 
Jordan, the place where John was baptizing; and offered 
himself as a subject. John, apprehensive of his superior 
glory, modestly refuses. Our Lord insists on it, as a part 
of righteousness it became him to fulfil. John baptized 
him ; and, as Mark expressly says, (Chap, i, 9,) in the river 
Jordan ; and from that expression, coming out of the water, 

I concluded it was bv immersion . 

I took Notice of a difference between this and the former 
account. Here was no preaching on John’s part; no re¬ 
pentance required of, or confessed by, our Lord Jesus, 
previous to baptism. These, the dignity and purity of his 
person rendered unnecessary. He had the richest unction 
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of the Holy Spirit; and was holy, harmless, and undefiled. 
However, he appeared with great zeal to engage in the 
duty; and I thought He spoke as the Head of the church, 
and example of his people, when he said, " 27ms itbecom- 
eth ns to fulfil all righteousness” 

The next place I consulted was, Matt, xix, 13, 14 ; com¬ 
pared with Mark x. 13, and Luke xviii. 13. “ Then were 

there brought unto him little children, that he should put his 
hands on them and pray : and the disciples rebuked them. 
But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me : for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
This I had often heard quoted in favour of Infant Baptism : 
and therefore, though I did not find the word baptize in the 
text, I thought it deserved a particular consideration. And 
the first thing which came before me, was the desire of the 
parents, or friends, of those children ; or what they aimed 
at in bringing them to Christ; and the evangelist Matthew 
says it was, that he should put his hands on them and pray. 
Mark and Luke sin*, that lie might touch them . But 
neither of them gives the least hint, as to any desire, or 
request, that they might be baptized. 

I then considered the conduct of our Lord on this occa¬ 
sion : and the text says, “ lie took them up in his arms , 
pat Ins hands on them, and blessed them” This , and no 
more, our Lord did at this time, that I could find, by 
comparing the Evangelists.—This led me to consider the 
reluctance of the disciples, that these children should be 
brought, and our Lord’s displeasure signified by his check 
of them, "Suffer little chddren to come unto me, for of 
such is the Kingdom of heaven 

What the disciples’ reason was for opposing them, is 
not recorded. I think it could not be, from an unwilling - 
ness that infants should be baptized, had that been the prac¬ 
tice of John, or the known will of their Master. This they 
could hardly be guilty »»f; nor does our Lord take the least 
notice of it in his reproof. It is likely they were uneasy 
lest he should be interrupted in atteudiiig to matters which 
they judged of greater importance. But, however this 
was, 3 found the*} stood reproved ; and the reason given 
was, tor of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

Here I considered, that the kingdom of heaven must in¬ 
tend, either the kingdom of grace, or of glory. And first I 



began with the kingdom of grace ; and presently saw, that 
must either be the invisible church, or general assembly of 
the first born, whose names are written in heaven; or par¬ 
ticular churches, constituted in gospel-order: for I could 
have no notion of a national church, under the New Tes^ 
tament dispensation. Accordingly, I brought infants to 
each of these, endeavouriug to come at the truth. As to 
the invisible church, consisting only, that I could sec, of 
the election of grace ; I thought whether all, or who, among 
infants are a part of it, could only he known to God ; and 
this being a matter wholly unrevealed, I could not see how 
it could give them a right to Baptism. 

As to particular churches, it did not appear that infants 
were claimed or treated , as members. Nor could I un¬ 
derstand their capacity for membership ; which seemed to 
be founded in the New Testament, on a declared agree¬ 
ment of the saints, in principles and experience. 

I then considered the kingdom o {glory, consisting in the 
beatific vision, and enjoyment of God. And here I pre¬ 
sently found my wishes out-run revelation; and, in the issue, 
was obliged to leave infants to th<| sovereign mercy of him, 
who is the Judge of the earth, and will do nothing but 
what is right. Nor could I see, on the supposition of their 
being all admitted to that kingdom, of which I could find 
no scripture assurance, that their right to baptism was 
evinced, without a special order, from the Law-giver of the 
church, or some necessary connection between that ordi¬ 
nance and eternal life. 

Musing on these things, I looked a little farther, and 
soon found the difficulty removed, arid the expression clear¬ 
ed up, Of such is the kingdom of heaven . That is, as our 
Lord adds, “ Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not re¬ 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein or, as Luke has it, “ in no ivise enter therein” 

It now appeared, that our Lord was speaking of the tem¬ 
per, and not merely of the persons of children ; and what 
greatly confirmed me was, a parallel passage. Matt, xviii. 
2, 3. “Jesus called a little child, and set him in the midst 
of them, and said. Verily I say unto you, except ye be con¬ 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” And adds, “ Whosoever there¬ 
fore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is 
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(fie greatest in (lie kingdom of heaven : and whoso shall re- 
ceive one such little child in my name, receiveth me ; and 
whosoever shall offend one of these little ones which beliete 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were handed 
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about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of 
the sea.” 

Here I compared the expressions, receiving Christ, and 
receiving one of these little ones making profession of his 
name ; and the little ones believing in him, with the dread¬ 
ful nature of the threatening for offending them; and I could 
not see how these could be applicable to mere infants, but 
were all well adapted to younger, or weaker Christians, 

Upon the whole, after the strictest search, I could find, 
in these texts, nothing relating to Baptism. Nor could I 
help thinking, had it been the intention of our Lord that 
infants should he baptized, he would not have omitted the 
pi notices or some discourse about it, on occasions which 
seemed so naturally to lead him to it. 

Failing of my hoped for discovery of Infant-Baptism 
here, 1 hastened to the commission, recorded Matt, xxvni. 
IS, 1P, 20; compared with Mark xvi. Id, 10. “All 
power is given to me in hea\on and in earth. Go ye, there¬ 
fore, and teach all nations ; baptizing them in the name of 
the Lather, and of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghost. Teach¬ 
ing them to observe all things, whatsoever I have com¬ 
manded you : and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” 

Struck with the supreme authority of a risen Jesus I con¬ 
cluded, from the solemnity of the introduction, it must lie 
e very heinous affront , to a fid, alter, or take awug from the 
sacred commandment. And with a mind, I trust, posses¬ 
sed with reverence of his Majesty, 1 entered into a medi¬ 
tation on the precept. —Here I found that the persons charg¬ 
ed with the commission were the apostles ; who, notwith¬ 
standing the eminence of their character, and their di¬ 
vine inspiration, were not to make, but publish and ex¬ 
plain, the laws of Christ. That, and only that, which they 
received of the Lord, were they to declare to the church. 
And from the nature of the duty enjoined, and the reach 
of the promise, even to the end of the world, I judged all 
gospel-ministers to be included in the commission. 

The duty enjoined, or service to be performed, was, to 
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teach and baptize. Or, as I understood it, to make disci¬ 
ples by teaching, (for I could not think of any other way,) 
and then to baptize them.—The subjects of instruction and 
baptism, were all nations ; or, as Mark has it, all the world , 
ami every creature ; Gentiles, as well as Jews. Not every 
individual; for the absurdity of that was most glaring ; but 
such as were capable of receiving the doctrine, and making 
n profession of it, in order to baptism. 

The timeoi baptizing, according to the evangelist Mark 
seemed to be when they believed ; or, as Matthew has it, 
when they were taught , or made disciples. And the man¬ 
ner in which, when I considered the principal, most com¬ 
mon, and natural, sense of the word Baptism, with the use 
of it in John’s baptism, appeared to me to be by immer¬ 
sion ; and I was the more confirmed in this from John’s 
choosing a place to baptize in, where there was much 
water, John hi. 23. I tried, and tried, and tried again, to 
bring in infants under the general term, all nations ; but 
Mark’s holiereth and is baptized, with Matthew’* teaching 
them to observe all things I have commanded yon, obliged 
me to conclude it must be confined to the adult. 

Thus far the balance seemed to he on the side of the 
Anti-peedobaptists. Put, having determined, when I set 
out, to examine the whole evidence, I pursued the enquiry : 
and being thoroughly satisfied, that the apostles could not 
mistake their Master, I thought, if I w r as mistaken in mv 
apprehension of his will, in the commission, 1 should be set 
right by their conduct. I began with Peter’s sermon, Acts 
ii. The point the apostle aimed at, I found in \crse 3d. 

" Then ‘fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus , whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ .” In this he asserts the glory of the 
1 erson crucified ; he was Lord of all : and charges them 
directly with his murder; they had crucified, or, with 
wicked hands, had slain him. 

Ihc ctlect was, “They were pricked to the heart, and 
cried out Men and brethren w'hat shall we do ?” (7pon 
which Peter said unto them, ** Ilepent, and be baptized 
every one ot you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis¬ 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
f or the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shaP 
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call.” It is added, “ Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized; and the same day there were added 
unto them, about there thousand souls. And they continu¬ 
ed stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellow ship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” And (ver. 44) “ All that 
believed were together and had all things common,” &c. 

Here I observed, how Peter understood his commission, 
lie began with preaching or teaching —waiting for the suc¬ 
cess of his labour. Nor did 1 find a word of baptism, till 
they were pricked in their heart; then, indeed, and not 
before, he said, liepent and be baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus ; which I understood after this manner ; If you 
are indeed grieved and ashamed of your conduct towards 
this Jesus whom you have crucified ; if you are convinced 
by the Spirit of God, that lie is the promised Messiah, the 
great Redeemer and King of his church, and have a fidu¬ 
cial dependence on him for salvation : then you are to be 
baptized in his name, and may hope for a comfortable evi¬ 
dence, in your Baptism, of the remission of your sins, and 
that you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. And 
for their encouragement lie adds, “ For the promise is to 
you, and to your children , and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our Cod shall call.” 

Now, I thought the evidence of children’s right to Bap¬ 
tism began to open ; especially as I had often heard this 
verse mentioned as an incontestible proof of it. But being 
willing to see with rrty own eyes, I considered what this 
promise might be. The text, indeed, I found, if not wholly 
silent, yet not directly expressive. But, on close reflection 
I thought it must be either, the great promise of the Mes¬ 
siah, as the seed of Abraham, in whom all nations should 
be blessed! or, of the remission of sins, for his sake ; or, 
of the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Accordingly, I I nought infants to each of these; and 
presently saw, as to the first. The great honour which was 
done to the Jews, and their offspring, that Christ should he 
allied to them according to the flesh; but found no reason 
to conclude, that Abraham’s natural children were the 
children of the promise, as to the spiritual part of it. Nor 
could I see how the general promise of the Messiah, as 
the seed of Abraham, could give them a right to Baptism, 
if impenitent and uncalled, any more than the Gentiles, or 
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those afar off.—As to the promise of the remission of siiH, 
I saw not how this couhl be claimed, but by believer*. 
And, as to the gift of the Iloly Ghost, if it was of the same 
kind with what had been lately poured out upon the Apos¬ 
tles, the thing spoke for itself; there was no room to 
expect it in a state of infancy.— By children , then, I appre¬ 
hend, must be meant their offspring, when called; and 
then I couhl easily apply the promise to them, in any, or 
all, of the foregoing souses. 

fIpon the whole, I found, that Peter preached—the 
people repented, and gladly received the word—were 
baptized—added to the church—walked in fellowship— 
and encouragement was given to their offspring, that, with 
the same experience, or when called, they might look tor 
the same privileges.—I could not but think, had the 
Apostle intended to express their right, as infants, to 
.Baptism, it was strange , very strange , that no notice 
should be taken, either then, or afterwards, of the adminis¬ 
tration of it. 

The next account of Baptism I met with, was Acts 
viii. 12. “But when they believed Philip preaching the 

things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name ot 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and women.” 
Here I found the Evangelist agree with the Apostle, and 
both keeping close to the commission. Philip begins with 
preaching the Gospel, or, things concerning the kingdom of 
Cod, and the name of Jesus Christ . The people believed ; 
and, v:hca they did so, and not before, he baptized them. 
And they are said to be men and women; which phrase 1 
took to be expressive of the extent, and limitation of the 
ordinance. Not men only, but men and women : not men, 
women, and children ; but men and women only. And in¬ 
deed, I thought it could not be otherwise, if a personal 
faith, and a profession of it, were pre-requisite to Baptism : 
and these I found were insisted on by the Evangelist, in 
the case of the Eunuch, recorded iu the same chapter ; the 
account of which stands thus :— 

“ The angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise 
and go towards the south, &c. And he arose and went, 
and behold, a man of Ethiopia, an Eunuch, &c,, who had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitting 

his chariot, and read Esaias the prophet. Then the 



Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to thn 
chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him 
read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what 
thou readest ? And he said, How can I, except some man 
should guide me? and he desired Philip that he would 
come up and sit with him. The place of the Scripture which 
he read was this. He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, &c. 
The Eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee of 
whom spake the prophet this? &c. Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went 
on their way, they came to a certain water ; and the Eunuch 
said, See, here is water, what doth hinder me to he bap¬ 
tized ? And Philip said, if thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.—And he commanded 
the chariot to stand still : And they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptkec 
him. And when they were come up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, ami the Eunuch saw 
him no more : and he went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 
viii. 2(j— M. 

This appeared to me to be a plain and expressive 
account of the subjects and mode of Baptism. Philip he* 
gins with teaching and preaching Christ as a Saviour and 
Sovereign. The Eunuch desires to be baptized, Philip 
insists on a confession of his faith. The Eunuch gives him 
satisfaction. They both go out of the chariot, and Philip 
baptizes him. And I could not help observing the pecu¬ 
liarity of the phrases. They went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the Eunuch. And when they were 
come up out of the water : which strongly impressed my 
mind, that the baptism of the Eunuch was by immersion , 
and must be designed to describe something more than 
barely going to the side, or brink, of the water. 

'Hie next instance of baptism was that of Cornelius, re¬ 
corded Acts x. And of him, it is said, (verse 2) he was n 
tier out man , and one that feared God with alt his /tons-. 
Which I understood not of mere babes, if he had any ; but 
of those who were, in some measure, grown up; capable, 
under a divine influence, of forming some apprehension ^ 
of the glory of God, and their obligations to revere aim 
serve him. Bv the direction of an angel he sends 
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Peter. Peter begins with preaching. God owns his mi¬ 
nistry. The Holy Ghost falls on all those who heard the 
word ; and Peter asks, “ Can any man forbid water , that 
these should not be baptized , which have received the Holy 
Ghost , as well as we? And he commayided them to be bap¬ 
tized” Here I found the commission strictly regarded, 
and kept up to, and an exact conformity with the foremen- 
tioned instances of Baptism: and, comparing the expres¬ 
sions fearing God with all his house , (ver. 2), and, reel¬ 
ing the like gift with those who believed in the Lord Jesus , 
(mentioned chap. xi. 17) I saw no reason to suppose that 
infauts were of that number. 

This led me to consider the conversion and baptism of 
Lydia, of whom we read, (Acts xvi. 14.) Thatshe^ras a 
seller of purple , of the city of Thy a lira, who worshipped 
God, and heard the apostle; whose heart the Lord opened , 
that she attended unto the things which were spoken of 
Paul; and was baptized , and her household. As to 
Lydia, I thought there could be no dispute, whether she 
believed before she was baptized ; the text asserting that 
she worshipped God , and that the Lord opened her heart. 
—As to her household , of whom it consisted, is not said ; 
nor is any notice taken of her husband, if she had any. All 
that appeared to me, from a careful examination of the 
account, was. That she was not at home, or in the place of 
her common residence ; that she came to sell her purple 
had a house for that purpose, and probably servants to 
assist her in her trade ; nor could I see it altogether con¬ 
sistent with prudence, to bring a family of young children, 
if she had any, into the hurries of business.—Upon the 
whole, I thought it might be such a house as Cornelius 
had ; who, if they did not fear God before, were converted 
by a blessing on the Apostle’s ministry, and baptized with 
their mistress. And what greatly tended to confirm mein 
this was, that the persons the Apostle found in Lydia’s 
house, when he entered into it, are called brethren , and 
were comforted by him; which cannot be said of infants. 

The account of the conversion of the Jailor and his fa¬ 
mily, contained in the same chapter is as follows : “ At 
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, &c. Suddenly there was 
a great earthquake, &c. The keeper of the prison would 
have killed himself. Paul cried with aloud voice, saying. 



Do thyself no harm. The keeper called for a light, and 
sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and brought them out, and said. Sirs, AVhafc 
must I do to be saved l and they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that 
were in liis house. And he took them the same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and 
all his straightway. And when he had brought them into 
his*housc, beset meat before them, and rejoiced, believing 
in God with all his house.” Acts xvi. 25—31. The fact 
here, I thought, stood thus : The Jailor, under the power 
of strong convictions, cries out, What must I do to be 
saved^f The apostle answers, Behave on the Lord Jesuit 
Christy and thou shalt be saved, and thine house. That is, 
as I understand it, if they also bc-lieve. Upon which they 
spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were 
iu his house. And God blessing his word to the Jailor and 
his family, they believed, were baptized, and rejoiced . 

This led me to consider what is said of Crispus and the 
Corinthians, Acts xviii. S. And Crispus, the chief ruler of 
the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house , and 
many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and mere bap¬ 
tized. Here I found the master and the family, believers : 
and that the Corinthiaus heard, believed, and were baptized „ 
And, as hearing and believing are mentioned, previous to 
the baptizing of the Corinthians, I concluded it was equally 
so, in the instance of Crispus and his house. 

The last instance I met with was, iu I. Cor. i. 14, 15,1b, 
which speaks of baptizing the household of Stephanas. “ I 
thank God I baptized none of you but Crispus and Gams ; 
lest any should say, that I had baptized in mine own 
name: and I baptized also the household of Stephanas.” 
What this houseln Id uas I gathered from Chap. xvi. 15, 
where the apostle >ays, 4 Ye know the house of Stephanas, 
that it is the first-frads of Achaia, and that they have ad¬ 
dicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.” Whence, 
1 thought they could not be infants, but believers in Christ, 
converted and baptized by the apostle ; or they could hardly 
be called first fruits, and be said to addict themselves to 
the ministry of the saints : whether we understood it of re¬ 
lieving their wants, or preaching the everlasting gospel. 



Having thus gone through the history ot baptism, as 
administered by the apostles, I proceeded to consider the 
account they give of the meaning, or spiritual design of it : 
and with this view compared Rorn. vi. 3, 4, with Col. ii. 
12, “ Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap¬ 
tized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death, 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead, by the 
glory of the bather, even so we also should walk u\ 
newness of life. For if we have been planted toge¬ 
ther in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection ; knowing this, that our old mac 
is crucified,’* &c. And, in Colossians, I found the same 
metaphor kept up : “Buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith or the opera¬ 
tion of God.” In forming a judgment of the design of the 
Holy Ghost in these passages, I thought it necessary to 
consider, first, the description, or character , of the persons 
baptized. They are said, (Col. ii. 11) to be (<rcrmct&('<: 
wtf/i the circumcision made without hands : which I knew 
not how to interpret so well of any thing, as the renewing 
•nfluences of the Holy Ghost. Agreeably to which, thev 
are further represented as the subjects *f that fa 
which is of the operation of God: or, as it is elsewhere 
called, prc( ions faith, and the faith of God's elect . 11.1 Vt. i. 

1 ; Tit. i. 1. The metaphor came next under considera¬ 
tion. They were buried with Christ in baptism. Tin? 
seemed much better to answer to immersion, than to 
sprinkling or pouring; and, supposing that the Jaith men¬ 
tioned might refer to their being buried, as well as rising . 
this I thought might be the meaning of their beiugp7<7 ded 
tn the hkeness of Christ's death. That as in the ordiminct 
ot the supper, there is a believing memorial of Christ's love 
in his sufferings and death ; so, iri baptism, the saint, by 
an eye of faith, is called to attend to hi* condescension,, 
when imprisoned in the grave; and his glory, as a conqueror 
in breaking the bands of death : in each of which he sus¬ 
tained the character of the surety of the covenant, and 
head of the body. And as the actions of breaking the 
bread, and pouring out the wine, are expressive of his 
agony aud death ; the immersion, and rising, of the person 
baptized, might refer to his burial aud resurrection. 



I then proceeded to examine I. Cor. vii. 14 : a text 
I had often heard quoted, as proving, if not in direct 
terms, yet by just consequence, the right of infants to 
baptism. The words are, "For the unbelieving hus¬ 
band is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife sanctified by the husband; else were your chil¬ 
dren unclean, but now they are holy. 55 —I began with 
the occasion of the words, and could find nothing re¬ 
lating to baptism in the context. An affair, evidently of 
another kind, employed the mind of the apostle, to wit, the 
necessity, or expediency, of attending to the duties of the 
marriage-relation, where one was a convert, and the other 
an infidel. This, I thought, was the point in view: and it 
stands determined, that the wife is not to depart, nor the 
husband to put her away ; unless some other circumstances 
should render it necessary and warrantable.—To remove 
the scruple of a tender spirit, it is added, that the unbe¬ 
liever is sanctified by the believer . By which l could not 
understand an internal spiritual purity of mind ; this being 
the work of the Divine Spirit: but as every thing else, so 
the marriage-relation, is sanctified to the believer, by the 
word of God and prayer. The ignorance or enmity of the 
infidel would not render the saint’s concientious and faith¬ 
ful discharge of his duty, less necessary or acceptable.— 
To enforce his determination of their continuing together, 
the Apostle adds. Else were yovr children unclean, but now 
are they holy. Here I considered, how children may be 
said to be unclean ; and I thought, they are all so by 
nature being shapen in iniquity, and conceived iu sin. The 
guilt and pollution of which can only be removed by the 
blood of Christ, and the power of the Holy Ghost. As to 
this, I could see no difference between the seed of believers, 
and others. All are concluded under sin, and by nature , 
children of wrath, 

I then remembered to have heard, that all out of the 
pale of the Jewish church were unclean, as opposed to that 
holiness which is attributed to the whole congregation of 
Israel; and that sur T > uncleanness attends the children of 
unconverted Gentiles now. But, considering Peter’s vision, 
in which he is forbidden to call that common which God 
hath cleansed —That the middle wall of partition is broken 
down —That in regeneration, or the uew man, there is nei- 
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ther Greek nor Jew , circumcision , ??or uncircutnctsivn , 
Barbarian , Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is alt and 
ru. all, —Remembering the peculiars of the Jewish church, 
as hereditary and national, are now utterly set aside: I 
could see no more uncleanness in one infant, than in ano¬ 
ther.—Upon the whole, I thought the affair settled by the 
apostle, wholly matrimonial. It is highly probable, the 
holiness and uncleanness were of the same kind ; or 
related to apparent legitimacy, or illegitimacy.—Xor 
could I see, on the supposition of an external sort ot 
holiness derived to an infant from a believing parent, that 
we are to conclude its right to baptism, without a special 
direction from the Lawgiver of the church.* 


This led me to consider the apostle’s account of Abra¬ 
ham, (Rom. iv. 11, 12, l.‘h) As “ the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumcised ; and that the 
promise is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end it 
might be sure to all the seed : not to that only which is cl 


the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of us all: and, that he received the sign 
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of faith, which 
lie had, yet being uucircuincised.” This I found cornmomy 
insisted on, to prove that Abraham’s covenant was the cove¬ 
nant of grace—That a part of his seed were the belieung 
Gentiles, and their offspring ; and that, as Abraham’s chil¬ 
dren were circumcised, the children of believers should bo 
baptized. 

To come at a certainty in this matter, I thought it might 
be proper carefully to inquire, what the covenant was which 
God made with Abraham ; the duties required, and privi¬ 
leges to be enjoyed, under it ; the persons interested in it, 
and the mauner of conveying and signifying that interest. 
The covenant I found at large in the xviith of Genesis ; and 
:t appeared to me, to be of a peculiar kind. Some things 
belonging to Abraham in his personal character; as, that 
he should have a numerous posterity ; that kings should 
descend from him ; the making over the land of Canaan to 
bun ; and the particular honour of being the father of the 
Messiah, according to the flesh. This part of the covenant. 


* If the ISaptism of infants may be justified from this passage, so 
may the baptism of the unbelieving husband, and the unbelieving wife ; 
toi they ,u e said to be sanctified, or holy, us well as their children. 
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I thought distinguishable from the covenant of grace ; for 
i could not but see he might have all these, without any 
special relation to God, as a child* But, when God pro¬ 
mises to be his God; to bless him , and, that in his seed 
ell the families of the earth should be blessed: I looked 
upon these promises, as expressive of privileges of another, 
and more valuable kind, than any of the former. 

And, as the covenant appeared thus to be of a mixed 
nature, and the blessings distinct; so I found his seed to 
be described very differently in scripture : sometimes in¬ 
tending all his natural children ; sometimes the of 

Christ only : and here, and in other places, all his spiritual 
offspring, whether Jews or Gentiles. As to his children, 
who are only so after the flesh, they had their outward 
advantages : but not that I could see, the blessings of the 
covenant of grace.—As to Christ, it did not appear any 
blessing was derived from Abraham to him ; but, on the 
contrary, Abraham received the blessing in, and from the 
Messiah, his root , as well as offspring. And, as to his 
spiritual seed, they are all, whether Jews or Gentiles, par¬ 
takers with him of the same faith and salvation. 

Circumcision, I thought to be a sign, or badge, of separa¬ 
tion to the Jews in common, as distinguished from the Gen¬ 
tiles ; and, perhaps of regeneration to his spiritual seed ; but 
conveyed, that I could see, no spiritual blessing to either. 
And I thought, if the baptism of infants, under the Gospel, 
were to be argued from circumcision, the Apostle would cer¬ 
tainly have given some hint of it : whereas his discourse is 
confined to believers, without a word of their children.— 
That circumcision was a seal of the righteousness of faith to 
Abraham, is indeed asserted ; but that it was so to his na¬ 
tural seed, I could form no idea of: at least, till they had, 
by faith, a view of the same righteousness, by which Abra¬ 
ham their father was justified.—And the apostle seems to 
explain the whole master ; Rom. ix. (i, 7, 8. “ They are not 
all Israel , whwh are vf Israel: neither because they are the 
seed of Abraham, are they all children.—That is, they which 
are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God : fa't the children f the promise are accounted for the 
seed ” Now, I concluded, if this were true of the natural 
seed of Abraham, a believer, certainly it could be no less 
so of the offspring of the Gentile believers. 



ID 


As to the privileges of the Jews, above the Gentiles, the 
apostle is express- That unto them pertained the adoption 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the lme, 
and the service of God, and the promises : and that from 
them, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all , 
God blessed for ever. Rom. ix. 4, 5. Or, agreeably to what 
he before had said, when putting the question, “ What ad* 
vantage then has the Jew ? Or what profit is there of ctr- 
eumcision ?" lie answers, ft Much every way ; chiefly, be* 
cause unto Jthem were committed the oracles of God. 3 ' So 
that it evidently appeared, the church of the Jews had its 
glory ; but as the same apostle tells us, (II Cor. iii. 10, 
11,) This was as no glory if compared with the glory which 
excclleth . For, if that which was done away was glorious, 
much more that which remaineth is glorious. That is, as 
I understand it, all the carnal part of the Jewish glory was 
swallowed up, and utterly set aside, bv the simplicity, spi¬ 
rituality, and liberty of the Gospel-dispensation : and as 
formerly, “ All were not Israel which were of Israel so 
now, “ he is not a Jew which is one outwardly, neither is 
that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh ; but he is 
a Jew, udiich is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that 
of the heart , in the spirit and not in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, but of God." Rom. ii. 28, 2D. 

I then proceeded to consider the excision of the Jews 
and the taking in of the Gentiles, (recorded Romans xi. 1 ti, 
1 7,) which, though there is no express mention, cither of the 
baptism of infants, or of baptism itself; yet I found com¬ 
monly produced, as a declaration of a federal holiness, 
conveyed from parents to children, in consequence of which 
they might , yea ought, to be baptized. The words of the 
text are, “ II the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy ; 
and if the root be holy, so are the branches : and if some 
of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive- 
tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest 
of the root and fatness of the olive-tree,” &c.—That con¬ 
verted Gentiles stand on a level with believing Jews, I had 
already seen. That the peculiar form of the Jewish church 
was abolished at the death of Christ I found generally 
acknowledged ; that being the ministration which was to 
bp done away, to make room for that which was to remain, 
so that 1 could not tell how to conceive of the Gospel- 
Church incorporated with the Jewish, they beiDg always 



represented as distinct, or distinguishable, the one from the 
other. 15y the rooty then, I understood Abraham.—By 
the wild olive , the Gentiles in a natural state ; who, upon 
receiving the grace of God, became the spiritual branches 
of Abraham the father of the faithful; and were equally 
interested with his believing natural branches, in all the 
special privileges of the covenant of grace. Tins I thought 
to be the most natural sense of the text: nor could 1 see 
how this could have any relation to Baptism, whether of 
the adult, or infants. 

The next reference to Baptism I found, was, I Cor. x. 
1, 2. st I would not that you should be ignorant, how that 
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea, and where all baptized unto Moses, in the cloud, 
and in the sea.’* To understand this, I thought it proper 
to enquire into the fact, as recorded by Moses, which I 
thought would give light to the allusion. And, (in Ex. xiv.) 
we are told, that “ the pillar of the cloud went from before 
the face of the Israelites, and stood behind them: that it 
came between the camp of the Egyptians, and the camp of 
Israel; that it was a cloud aucl darkness to the one, and 
gave light by night to the other ; that the Lord caused the 
sea to go back, by a strong east wind, all that night, and 
made the sea dry land ; and that the children of Israel 
went into the midst of the sea upon dry ground, and the 
waters were a wall unto them, on the right hand, and mi 
the left.” Here I found, that part of the cloud which was 
next to the Israelites, was bright, clear, and comfortable ; 
nor the least intimation of rain falling upon them. The 
sea was made dry ground, and the waters were a wall unto 
them, on the right hand, and on the left. So that I con¬ 
cluded, the term baptized must refer to their situation in 
the midst of the ?ea, encompassed by these walls, and 
attended with the cloud ; rather than to any water coming 
out of the one, or sp» inkling Hashings from theother: which 
must have been very troublesome to such a body of people 
in their march; and, as I thought, inconsistent with the 
account of their standing in, and coming out of the sea, on 
dry ground. 

This brought me to the last place of scripture, which 
speaks directly to the nature and meaning of the ordinance 
of Baptism; I Bet. iii. 20, 21. “ The long-suffering of 

God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a pre- 



paring, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved by 
water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us, (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.’* Here it appeared, that there 
were some circumstances attending the ark, and the salva¬ 
tion of Noah and his family by water, which were figurative, 
or typical, of Baptism ; and when I examined the account, 
as given by Moses, (Gen. vii.) I found it thus: The ark 
was God’s contrivance and appointment; and it was a 
large, hollow vessel, in which Noah, his family, and the 
creatures with him, were for a time, as it were, buried : 
and especially this was the case, when the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened, and they in the midst of that deluge which 
destroyed all the world. This appeared to me to answer 
to immersion in Baptism; and I could not think the Holy 
Ghost would refer us to the water of a flood , as a type of 
a little quantity of that element, made use of when poured, 
or sprinkled, on the face of an infant. And as Noah and 
his family were saved by water, the believer is saved 
by Baptism ; not efficaciously, or meritoriously, but decla- 
ratively and instrumentally. In the profession of his faith, he 
declares his entrance into Christ, as the ark of salvation ; 
and his Baptism is a lively representation of the burial and 
resurrection of him, who died for his offences, aud rose 
again for his justification. And as Noah built the ark, and 
entered into it, in obedience to the command of God ; the 
believer is baptized, from a principle of conscience toward 
God ; yea a good t that is, as I thought, au enlightened, 
renewed conscience . 

Having thus gone through the Scripture account of the 
ordinance of Baptism, I found myself obliged to conclude, 
that the balance was greatly on the side of believers, as the 
only declared subjects ; and of plunging , or inimersion y as 
the only mode of that sacred institution. 

1 well knew that many godly and learned persons thought 
otherwise ; but, not daring to call any man Master on earth, 
and remembering the account I must shortly give to him, 
who said, Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness ; I 
determined to comply with my duty ; and, on the closest 
reflection, have seen no reason to repent of it. 



EXTRACTS 

iUO.U LEARNED P.EDOIUPTIST AUTHORS. 


Witsii/s : “ It cannot be denied, that the native signification 
of the word baptize, is to plunge, to dip” (Econ. Fuat, 1. iv. c. 
xvi. § 13. 

Vexema : “ The word baptize is no where used in the Scrip¬ 
ture for sprinkling : no, not in Mark vii. 4.” Hist . Ecdes. 
tom. in. secul. i. § 13S. 

J. Altjxgius : “ Washings the Apostle calls dicers baptisms : 
that is various immersions . For baptism is immersion , when the 
whole body is immersed : but the term baptism is never used 
concerning aspersion .—Those Jewish washings were manifold 
as, of the high-priest ; (Lev. xvi. it) of the priests, at their con¬ 
secration ; (Exod. xxix. 4 ; Lev. vni. (») and of the Lecites, when 
appointed to their office j (Num. vni. 7- -1) of all lsrod, when, 
the covenant was to be promulgated ; (Exod. xix. 10. 14) espe¬ 
cially of those that were defiled by the carcase of an unclean 
animal; (Lev. xi.) by the leprosy j (Lev. xiv.) by a flux of the 
semen, or of the menstrua, or by touching things that were so 
defiled; (Lev. xv.) Those also, who had been concerned in the 
purification of others, were to be cleansed by baptism. For 
instance, lie who had led the scape-goat into the wilderness; 
(Lev. xvi. 2b,) those who had burnt the bullock, or the goat, 
without the camp, the blood of which was brought into the 
holy place ; (Lev. xvi, 2S,) the priest who burned the red heifer, 
and the man who gathered the ashes ; (Xum. xix, 7. KV- and 
also soldiers, when returned from war.” Comment, in Epi^>. <n l 
Heb. cap. ix. If). In The Principles of Antipcedoboptism, and 
the Practice of Female Communion , completely consistent , (pub¬ 
lished by Mr. J. Doke,) pp. 7o, 7b\ 77- 

Dr. G. Campbell : “The word ftairri'Ctiv , baptize, both in 
Sacred Writers and Classical, signifies to dip, to pluny r , to im¬ 
merse ; and was rendered by TeutulliaxAIic oldest ol'the Luiui 
Fathers, tingere, the term used for (hemg cloth ; which was bv 
immersion. It is always construed suitably to this meaning.’* 
Translation of the Foit ' Gospels. Note , Matt iv. 11. 

I)i. T. Goodwin : “The eminent thing signified and repre¬ 
sented in baptism, is, not simply the blood of Christ,as it ivasheth 
us bom mu ; but there is a farther representation therein of 
Christ’s death , burial, and resurrection, m the baptized's being 
tilst buried under watci, and then rising out of it: and this is 
not m a bare conformity unto Christ, but in a representation ol 
n communion u ith Christ, in that his death and resurrection. 
Therefore it is said, We are m r hied with him in baptism: and. 
Wherein you are risen with him.'' Chris , set forth , pp. ^2, M, 

Venema: “It is without controvert, that baptism m tin 



primitive church was administered by immersion into water 
and not by sprinkling. Matt. lii.; Johniii.; Acts viu.; Rom. vi- 
-Nor is there any necessity to have recourse to the idea ot 
.sprinkling, in our interpretation of Acts ii. 41 ; where three 
*housand souls are said to be added to Christ by baptism : seeing 
it might lie performed by immersion, equally as by aspersion; 
especially, us they are not said to have been baptized at the 
same time.” Hist. Eecles. tom iii. secul. i. § 1^38. 

l)r. AViuto i ; “ It being so expressly declared here, [Rom. 
vi. 4,] and Coloss. ii. 12, that we are ui'hieu with Christ in 
baptism., by being buried under water; and the argument to 
oblige us to a conformity to bis death, by dying to sin, being 
taken hence ; and this immersion being religiously observed by 
all Christians fob THIRTEEN CENTURIES,and approv¬ 
ed by onr church, and the change of it into sprinkling, even 
without any allowance from the Author of this institution, or 
my licence fioni any council of the church,being that w inch the 
Romanist still urgetli to justify his refusal of the cup to the laiU ; 
it were to be wished, that this custom might be again of general 
use, and aspersion only permitted, as of old, in case of the Clmics, 
or m present danger of death.” Note on Rom. vi.M. 

Dr. Wall : “All those countries in which the usurped power 
of the Pope is, or has formerly been, owned, have left oi«i« 
dipping of children in 1 he font : but— all other countries in the 
world which had never regarded lus authority, do still use it." 
Tn Pdfhbap. lijftm. vol. i. pp. 282, 220. 

Vj i ii in t/A : ,k It is not related as a fact, in the Gospels and 
Vets of the primitive church, that infants were baptized bv 
t bust, or bv the apostles.” Observat. Sac . 1. ii. c. vi. § 2. 

Mr. R Baxter: “If there can he no example given u 
■Vripturc, of any one that was baptized without the profession 
f'l’n Suiing faith, nor any precept for so doing; then must we 
not baptize any without it. But the antecedent is true ; there¬ 
fore so is the consequent.’' Disjmtat, of Right to Sac. p. 142. 
Ibust Edition. 

Salmasius and Suicerus : “ In the two first centuries no 
one was baptized, except, being instructed m the faith, and 
acquainted with the true doctrine of Christ, lie was able to 
profess himself a believer; because of those words. He that 
bdieveth and is baptized." 

C i'rce l Lvku s : “The baptism of Infants, in the two first 
"entunes after Christ, was altogether unknown—The custom 
of baptizing infants did not begin before the third age after 
Christ was horn.” 

De la Roque ; “The primitive church did not baptize m- 
r ants; and the learned Grotius proves it, in Ins Annotations 
on the Gospel.” The three last Extracts from Peedobap. Bxa n. 
vol. II. chap. ii. pp. 76, 77. 
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Extracted from the Baptist Magazine for December, 1824, 

pp . 517. 518. 

The learned J. D. Michaelis in his Entwurf der typischen 
Gottesyelartheit . Gottingen , 1753, p. 148, &c., speaking of 
Baptism as an image of the death and resurrection of Christ, 
which signified that God would impute the sufferings and death 
of Christ to him that believed and was baptized; he adds, 

K If then an adult, a Jew for example, was to be baptized, 
and 1 should translate the language of the action into words, it 
would be in the following confession :— 

" I acknowledge that I have been a very great sinner, and as 
impure as a heathen or an idolater; and that I have no title to 
the kingdom of God, on the ground of my birth and ancestry. 
And although God, in his grace, hath promised a blessing to 
the seed of Abraham, yet I confess that hitherto I have not 
been a son of Abraham. For, although naturally I am descend¬ 
ed from him, yet I am not a son of the promise, and I believe 
that to these only the promise belongs. All my former religion, 
I acknowledge, was false; and so false, that it was insufficient to 
obtain eternal happiness. On account of my sins, I am not only 
unclean and Miserable, but, also exposed to punishment, anti lia¬ 
ble to the sorrows and death which arc represented in Christian 
baptism. But I believe that God, in his grace, imputes «o me 
the sufferings and death of Christ, as if I had myself endured 
them; and even as I shall now pass through the image of death, 
which fully took place in Christ, so God views me, as f 1 b 'd 
suffered punishment, and had died on account of all my sins: 
and, I am certain, that God will not require from me the pum . - 
merit of my sins twice. I believe, also, that God loo\s upon u 
as if I had already suffered death, and was raised up to mmur* u 
life, even as Christ was raised: and, I believe, that before God. 
and with respect to my spiritual condition, in his s-ght, 1 
all the privileges of a citizen of the future world; that i«, the 
complete forgiveness of sins, and freedom from the law of Mo • 
ses.” 

Michaelis adds, “ The duties which follow' from lienee, 
which Paul, in Rom. rh. vi. points out, I pass over, because 
they are not the immediate signification of Baptism but the 
consequences of that signification.” 

Tins passage needs no comment. Tt is a forcible representa¬ 
tion, and ‘shows that Michaelis considered the baptism of an 
adult as a declaration th’it the imputation of the death of Christ 
to him, was the ground of his hope, and his baptism w as, by the 
fact itself, a profession of his faith. 


[Price 1 anna each, or 1 Rupee for 20 copies.] 
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DELIVERED 11V T1IK 

HOiV. AND REV. R. W. NOEL, 

ON T1HC 

occasion or ms public baptism. 

Amasr D, 18 IP. 


Tiik usual nitrndiiftory services having boon gone through, 
Mr. Noe) entered the pulpit and spoke as follows :— 

Having been asked, my brethren, to address you on 
ills occasion, 1 gkullv ad myself of the opportunity of 
'Npeakoi:-; a few word' on this particular point : Why a 
person >('/r' t.\ nnonpl' < >/ should hi haptized, after havinr/ 
uaule tt pi oJ\ f J j'mth <n Jesus Christ ia other ways, 

and pt>nups foi ittimy yturs, 1 have not come to the 
resolution to obey uh.it 1 believe to he Christ’s command, 
without having hilly considered the grounds upon which that 
■step is to he taken. Without having v ead anything what¬ 
ever in favour of the exclusive right of believers to Christian 
baptism, 1 have read all the strongest arguments that I 
could meet with upon the other side. I believe I have weigh¬ 
ed well even considerable argument that has ever been 
adduced in the maintenance of infant baptism, as art addition 
to, and which evidently becomes a substitution for, the 
baptism of believers in Christian Churches; and I have 
come distinctly to two conclusions, winch appear to me, 
at least, to he certain, I will not speak of the convic¬ 
tions of others, but 1 speak of the conviction of my own 
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mind, after very much examination. It appears to me to 
be distinctly proved,—first, that baptism, as ordamed by 
Christ, is an immersion in water, a being buried in the 
water; and, secondly, that the immersion is meant to be a 
profession of faith in Christ. If those two conclusions arc 
correct (and 1 believe they wifi completely prevail with the 
Christian world, eventually), then it follows that a person 
who, like myself, lias only been sprinkled in infancy, is mi- 
baptized; because such a person lias neither been immersed, 
nor lias he made a baptismal profession ol‘ faith ; and these 
two things constitute Christian baptism. So that, if these 
conclusions are correct, then I, and others, who lia\e been 
only sprinkled m infancy, are ui neither sense hnpii/cd. 

Should we, then, after having professed our faith ul Christ 
many times at the Lord’s table, come to this, which is the 
initiatory rite of Cln istunitv, and begin again a profession 
of faith in him? There are these reasons which have led 
• me to conclude so for mvself, and which have led, 1 believe, 
some of my brethren and sisters, who are about to ho bap¬ 
tized, to the same conclusion. In the first plaee, there is 
no instance in the New Testament of au\ person uubap¬ 
tized, after the institution of Christian baptism by our land, 
coining to the Cord’s table; and theicfoie, if we should 
continue to attend the Lord's table without being baptized, 
knowing that I > ;i‘ilo-hapti"in is not the baptism appointed 
by Christ, we should he doing contrary to all the precedents 
of the New Testament. In the next plaee, Chi 1st has 
required a baptism >i profession of faith. It does not appear 
to me to be sutlicje it to say that wc have contessid Christ 
m other ways. That may he true; hut there is no reason 
why one confession of Christ, appointed by lmn, should be 
taken as the subs’. »tc of another confession, appointed 
haewise by him ; and, therefore, as he lias said to us, as 
well as to others, t£ Kepeot and ho baptized for the remission 
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of sins, anti \e shall receive the Iioly Ghost;” “ lie that 
beheveth and is baptized shall he saved therefore, he 
requires from us a baptismal profession of faith, as well ns 
a profession of faith m other wavs, This has hern so clearly 
seen by the Churches of Christ m general, that it is not only 
those which are called Haptist Churches, hut all the Church¬ 
es, who refuse to admit to the Lord's Supper, or into church 
mcmheislup, any whom they consider to be unbuptized. If 
a man—for instance, one of the Society of Kneads—has 
been a consistent Christian for years, has followed the Lord 
diligently and zealously, has done good by his pen and by 
his preaching, and is welcomed by all persons who rejoice in 
seeing the w oik of the Spirit as a thorough Christian,—if 
that person should come to recognise that the sacraments 
are still obligatory, and that lie should come to the table of 
the Lord, there is no Church that would receive him unlmp- 
tized. Neither the Homan Catholic, nor the Anglican, nor 
the Presbyterian, nor the Independent Churches, would 
receive such a one, unhapti/ed. And, therefore, the fact of 
his having made a piofcssiou of faith m other wa\s lias not 
appeared to any of the Churches of Chinn as a reason why 
an unbaptized person should not. at any point m lus hcaven- 
waid course, he baptized, when he comes to recognise his 
error. 

Our blessed Saviour has set us an example in this matter. 
At the age of thirty, when lie was known hy all who knew 
him to he devoted to Cod—when lus whole life was a pro¬ 
fession of devotedm*>s, not in the least rcqunmg baptism, 
as an expression (other of repentance or of f.utli—when 
John was baptizing converts, because the kingdom of heaven 
was at hand, summoning men to believe in Christ as the 
Saviour about to appear—then it, was that Jesus, not certain¬ 
ly needing to be baptized unto faith in lmnsclf, and needing 
no repentance, was yet at that age baptized, after long years 
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of piety. This lie did, because he would honour the ordin- 1 
arice of God, not needing it himself, but with a view to the 
welfare of others and the honour of God. lie was therefore 
baptized. Is there not much analogy between the baptism 
of Christ in the Jordan, and the baptism of any disciple, if 
his soul, after some years of faith, perceives that he has 
been ignorant in tins matter, and has not understood the 
doctrine of Christian baptism ? When we add to this the 
reason which Christ assigned why he was baptized, w r e see 
that his authority directly recommends, sanctions, and (as 1 
think) commands, that those who find out that they are 
unbaptized, because only sprinkled in infancy, should, like 
Jesus, be afterwards baptized. He said, when John remon¬ 
strated with Hun as superior to himself ami not needing 
to be baptized by linn, “ {Sutler it to be so now, for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” He did not mean 
that there w'as anything especially righteous, especially 
great, especially devoted, in being baptized ; but that it was 
comparatively a trivial tiling, as it seems to me, that it was 
a light duty compared with many, as compared with faith 
and devotedness. It was hut the external profession. 
Nevertheless, lie says, “ It becometh us to fulfil the least 
command as well as the greatest !” When, therefore, our | 
Lord assigned this as a reason, why he, not needing it, 
should yet be baptized, he said m effect to all his followers : 
“You may think that having made a profession in other 
ways, you need it not, —that }OU have confessed Christ at 
the table of the Lo r f . or m your intercourse with the world; 
nevertheless, it bee* ucs us to ‘fulfil all lightcousncss,’ to 
keep all the commands of Christ, to honour every ordinance 
that God ha- given ; and if yon need it not for yourselves, 
at least in respect to h. authority he bapci/ed, that you mav 
express your willingne-s to be obedit nt to linn in all things.” 

In looking, too, at, the example of '>m Sa\ioar, I have seen 
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that lie regarded the influence of his act on others, for we 
never stand alone m our conduct. Others may he iidluenc- 1 
cd hy us for good or cmI, and we have, as Christians, to 
recommend our fellow-sinners--those wlio have as yet not 
turned “liom darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto (iod" — do heliev e, and to he baptized, ns a profession 
of that faith. Now, if we were ourselves unbaplizcd, they 
would naturally evade the eomnriud of Chnst, and say, 
“You do not submit to this publicity, \ou do not acknow¬ 
ledge this ordinance, \ou have escaped this pam, and there¬ 
fore why should not we?” And they would he disposed to 
evade a command of Christ under the sanction of our 
cvample. And this is especially true of ministers, whose 
business it is to pleach Christ to the unconverted, and to 
preach baptism to those who may turn to linn in truth, 
ihit how' cm a Tinmisb r urge his lelhm-sinners to lie baptized 
if he is himself .m uiibaptued person'* IJcsides, jt being a 
minister’s duty to administer this ordinanee to those wlio 
j are prepared lor it and A sire it, a scruple and doubt might 
j arise ul the minds o[ limnv, p<n hap> pwrph-ung thmu with 
! many trouble'' in lm;g \ .'.u s, if t lug, should he baptized by 
1 an unbapti/ed iiiiiistrr, It seemed to me, therefore, ne- 
’ ocssnry for ntm-m, uo K*-than expedient ior mv^elf, that 1 
, sliouhl fill til this command of Christ. 

‘ There is one, other m punnmt, to wInch I have already 
! alluded, whudi has had v.eight with me, and, l doubt not, 
i with others of no Imubien and smt'Ts now about to he bap- 
j tized. In common with alum < allotlmr e'limrln s of Christ, 
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j there are those' Ilnptist Chmclies who :ue ol' stiu-t coinniu- 
j mon, and who bche\ e, m common with the meat majority of 
i Clnistians, that they nui't not receive to the land's ►Supper 
I those who are in their view unbapti/ed. I believe this to he 
1 an error, but, since it is Aimed b\ them in common with 
j almost all Cluuehcs, it is only to he respected as an opinion, 




and not to be condemned as a fault. Consequently, each 
Christian ought to desire to be in full communion with those 
Churches. They are not more narrow in their minds than 
other Christians, because almost all Christians are of tlie 
same opinion ; and, consequently, we ought not to shrink 
from their communion, but seek it. Let inc add to tins, 
that I believe, amongst the multitude of those who, as min¬ 
isters of Christ, have seen it right to renounce the doctrine 
of infant baptism, as an abuse in the Church, which has 
no sanction in Scripture, there are very few', if anv, who have 
not also felt it their duty to he baptized. On these grounds, 
it has seemed to me to he uiy duty not to shrink from a ' 
public acknowledgment of Christ’s authority, but with my j 
brethren around to be baptized, to acknowledge that lie has 1 
a right to our subjection. The meaning of the rite is. how'- | 
ever, far more important. My dear fnend, the minister m ! 
this chapel (Mr. Shepherd), has just brought some of its 
p-omineut features before our minds. Let me add to what 
he has stud, by referring to a paper which l have drawn up, 
expressive of my own feelings, -the. feelings, I doubt not, 
of those about to be baptized, and which, 1 trust, may be 
your feelings too :— | 

“ O Lord (lod Almighty, I accept with humble gratitude I 
—as a sinner who has deserved eternal death, and who 
cannot cease to deserve it—tin* rich, fue, and eternal salva- | 
tion which thou m tli\ goodne.ss hast prowded for me. 1 1 
look to tliec, O tv -1, the bather of our Luid Jesus Christ, to 
save me from the nuiiishmeut of mii and its power; from 
the curse which tin law has jusllv pronounced upon me; 
from my own faults; from all tempt .nous : and to bring me ! 
to a life of holy bliss in heaven, because thou ha>t promised 
all this to tlmse wIl come to time, as I now do, through 
Curist. In dependence on the mem of thy Son Jesus Chnst 
—upon the aid of thy Spirit and on thy truth, I look to thee 
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for the eternal salvation of my body and of my soul; and I 
humbly accept thee as my chief guide to all eternity. O 
God, the Son, mv Redeemer, who didst expiate my sins by 
thy death, thou vast made sin for me, that I might be 
made the righteousness of God in thee; thou hast redeemed 
me from the curse of the law, being made a curse for me, 
and Inn mg rescued me from eternal death by thy death, 
thou dost now live to bring me to eternal life. Relieving 
in thy power and love, 1 trust to thv merit and intercession 
to secure for me the favour of God, to impart to me thy 
Holy Spmt, to ennch me with all the blessings of the new 
covenant, and to prepare me for heaven ; and thus I accept ; 
thee as mv onlv and all-sullinent Sauonr. Through Christ j 
I likewise thankfully receive thee, O God the Spmt, to he i 
nn sanctifier. Tor his sake tlum dost dwell with (hose who 
believe in him; and belicung on him, l look to thee to 
teach me all needful truth, to incline nn heart to what is 
just and light, to sit mv aflections on God and on spintual 
tilings to dnect and control m\ will, to form 1m eliaraeter, 
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to sanctify me wholiv, to preseivc me through all tempta¬ 
tions, and to bring me into the pre-cnee of mv Redeemer 
m glory. Thus, I heartily accept thee, O God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit, as my shield and my exceeding 
great reward, and 1 humbly I rust, accenting to thv promises, 
to be made happy by thee for both worlds. Oil the other 
hand, being so blessed and favoured, I, as a redeemed and 
pardoned tr.msgi essor, desire to make a public profession 
of faith in thee, and publicly to dedicate myself to thy sei- 
, vice, according to Christ's appointment, by immersion. 

J First, I renounce all mii for ever. Ry my sms I have 
* displeased and dishonoured thee; they have cheeked my 
j efforts to improve my character, they have hindered me 
j from doing good, they have injured my peace and usefulness, 

| they have been my disgrace, and but for thy lnercv, they 
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would have been my ruin. I have been unreasonable, corrupt 
and ungrateful in disobeying thee, and am brought by 
nature and by practice to such a condition, that nothing 
but the blood of Jesus Christ could blot out my giult. 
Thou hast so hated sm, that thou hast sentenced sinners to 
eternal death, and unless Jesus Christ had suffered for it 
they could not have been saved. It is unnatural, depraved, 
and rebellious, exposing them to thy ju>t wrath and curse; 
it has occasioned the death of Chiist, it has made the world 
hate him, it opposes his dominion ; he came to rescue us 
from its power, arid lie feels an irreconcilable hatred to it. 
It is contrary to the nature of the influence of the IIolv Spirit, 
by whom it is piogievMvch destroyed in each believer, and 
by whom it must ultimately be eradicated from the world. 
Thy word condemns it. It is worse in thy children than in 
others, because thev must sin against clearer light and re¬ 
peated promises, after experiencing the aids of grace, ami 
after tasting the pleasure of obedience. J therefore desire 
to forsake it for ever, and thenceforth to do, say, and think 
nothing which is contiary to thy will. As Christ died for 
my sins, and was buried in the grave, so shall 1 be buried 
m the water, m token that 1 die with him to the sins which 
caused his death, that l may ne\er again serve sm. At the 
same time, I mean, by tin help, to lead a new life. As 
Christ rose from the giave, so shall I rise from the water to 
a nobler and better hie 1 ban before. Thou duk^t not give 
my faculties to he w «sted in aimless inactivity, but, rescued 
from active corrupt*' ■», to he emploved in all that is useful 
and ennobling. 11» nceforth, my opinion and judgment of 
things being formed l>y a supreme regard to thy will, 1 de¬ 
sire to chetish every right principle, to pursue every honour¬ 
able and uscln' end, - do what is iust ami true, what is 
humane and benevolent, to set my dlections on all that is 
the most worthy to engage them, to hive all that is good, to 


! seek holiness ami heaven, to live for eternity and look to 
f thee to he directed in all things by thy Word, to be conform¬ 
ed to the example of Christ, and to aim at being perfect, as 
, my Father in Heaven is perfect. As Christ iny Redeemer 
is in lleaven, I will set my affections there; as lie is holy, 

' just, and good there, I will endeavour to lie so here ; as he 
glorifies thee there, 1 will seek to glorify thee here ; as he 
loves believers, 1 will love them ; and as he is bead over all 
j things to the Church, I will live to serve the Church; and 
j thus, by thy help, I will rise with Christ to a new life. 

" Further, as I am about to be baptized into the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—that is, to profess, by 
immersion, that I am thy worshipper and servant, I now 
consecrate myself to tliy service for ever, I give myself un¬ 
reservedly to thee, O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Relying on thy mercy to accept me through Christ, 
and on the aid of thy Spirit to enable me to adhere to my 
resolution, thy will, O God, shall be mine; I mean to please 
■ thee in all things; I count thy enemies, my enemies; thy 
friends, my friends. Lord, what wilt thou base me to do? 
Only make me know thy will, and by thy help l wdl do it; 
j thou art my owner, and to please and serve thee shall he my 
highest end. I give m\self also unreservedly to thee, my 
gracious and loving Saviour, who art one in nature, design, 
and feeling, with thy Father. As thou hast lived and died 
for me, I wash to live for thee ; as thou wilt give me glory 
in heaven, I desire to give thee glory on earth, llefore long 
I hope to see thee in thy kingdom : meanwhile, may I love, 
serve, trust, and delight in thee, as my ever-present Re¬ 
deemer. To obey thy commands, to copy thy example, to 
promote lliy cause, to help thy servants, to honour thee, in 
the use of all my faculties, possessions, and time ; all tins is 
my fixed intention, by the aid of thy Spirit. Thou hast j 
bought me by thy blood. 1 am thine. Further, I give i 
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myself to thee, O Holy Spirit of God. It is my desire and 
purpose to be led by thy teaching and to be conformed to 
thy will. May thy holy influence surround me wherever I 
may be ! May I never grieve thee by neglect or sin, by 
hardness or unbelief, but may I be immersed in a flood of 
light and love, as the three disciples were immersed in the 
bright cloud on the Mount of Transfiguration. May 1 be 
baptized in tlice ! Pervade all my faculties; consecrate my 
whole being to thyself. 

“ Since I have thus been enabled to believe, O Lord God, 
ami am about to profess my faith by immersion into thy 
name, I look to thee to fulfil the promises which thou hast 
made to me in t.hy Word. Jesus, when on earth, said, lie 
that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved;—receive me, 
therefore, now, and own trie at the last day, as one of thy 
pardoned and accepted children. Thy Apostle once said to 
an anxious multitude : ‘ Repent, and be baptized for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost;’—repenting of all my sms, and being about to be 
baptized in token of that repentance, may I have the assur¬ 
ance that iny sins are removed, and be sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise to the end. My righteousness must ever 
continue like filthy rags, and each day I must need thy 
forgiveness. Noiv, therefore, I desire, by being baptized in 
the name of Christ, to express my dependence on Ills merit 
and mediation, to assume by faith the robe of II is righte¬ 
ousness, and to be < ne of those of whom the Apostle Paul 
has said, ‘As many < r you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put oil Christ.’ Look on me as one who depends on 
Him alone ; let Ilis righteousness be imputed to me: let it 
hide from tine all my guilt. Thus enngaged in thy ennobling 
service, with a happy a mrance that I am tliy adopted child, 
mav I have that joy and peace in believing which in the 
case of others has followed this open confession of Christ. 
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I As on the day of Pentecost, three thousand who were 
| baptized were filled with gladness—as the jailer and liis 
j family rejoiced believing in thee, on the night of their bap¬ 
tism—and as the Ethiopian treasurer, after receiving baptism, 
went on his wav rejoicing—so may I, in thus putting on the 
uniform of Christ as liis soldier, experience such joy and 
peace in believing, as all the trials of life shall not be able 
to destroy. In this profession, may I, through thy grace, 
be stedfast to the end of my life, and only grow stronger in 
faith as nature decays. Einally, as I am about to be received 
into the communion of saints, as a member of a Christian 
j Church, assist me to live ansvverably to tins privilege. Make 
me to love my brethren, and to be loved by them in return. 
Never may 1 sow discord among those whom Divine Grace 
has united; blit, on the contrary, be a peace-maker among 
those whom human infirmity separates. Never nmy 1 envy 
the gifts and the graces of my companions, but feel humble 
| it i tude to thee for every manifestation of thy goodness to 
them or to m\self. Make me according to my ability to 
j promote the happiness of the Church of which 1 shall form 
, a part, cheerfully sharing m every evangelical labour, coutri- 
| billing to every wmk of benevolence, and uniting my prayers 
with the prayers of thy people, for a copious (illusion of thy 
Spirit upon ns all. 

“Einally, may the memory of this solemn baptism refresh 
me during all my future course. If ever I am tempted to 
backslide, may these solemn vows occasion deep contrition, 
and recal me to fidelity ; and when 1 reflect that I have 
i thus heartily consecrated m\self to thy service, may I feel 
disposed to renew this act of consecration with more entire 
, devotedness, and with more triumphant faith. Now unto 
thee, who art able to keep me from falling, and to present 
j me faultless before the presence of thy glory with exceeding 
! joy ; to Thee, the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
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and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen.” 


Now, my beloved brethren, all may not see it to be their 
duty to make this profession, or enter into this covenant 
with God by baptism; but I am sure every person taught 
of God, living for eternity, really converted will feel the 
necessity of making essentially this profession before God. 
Let us all be united in that, and if there are any here who 
have been only attracted by a spectacle, and only came out 
of curiosity, may they listen to what my dear friend (Mr. 
Shepherd) has already said. It is too solemn a thing to 
trifle about this salvation of the soul; and if you see others 
that are in earnest about it, go to your homes this evening, 
and put up a prayer to God that you may be earnest too. 
Whether you think us right or wrong in this particular act, 
you know' that it is right to care for the soul; you know 
that it is right to serve God ; you know that it is right to 
seek eternity. Go and do that you know to be right. Go 
and ask God for grace to live for him; and then, whether 
after examination you come to the conviction that it is your 
duty to be baptized, or not, we may meet in glory, owned 
as the disciples of Jesus Christ, and may hold familiar fellow r - 
ship and brotherhood with one another, while we are fellow- 
soldiers and fellow-pilgrims on the earth. 
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